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Preparing for an evacuation
A guide for your family and home
We are prepared for nuclear emergencies and urge our customers to prepare as well. Keep
your family safe with a plan that includes evacuation routes, special medical needs, important
phone numbers and supplies. Here’s a guide to help you and your family get started.

Plan ahead:
To save time and avoid confusion during an emergency, there are a few pieces of information that will help you and your
family be prepared.

I live in emergency planning area: _____________________________________________________________________________
My emergency reception center is located:_____________________________________________________________________
My best evacuation route is: __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I can pick my children up from their host school: ________________________________________________________________
My plan for my pets: ________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Evacuation checklist:
If your area is instructed to evacuate, calmly and carefully pack necessities for up to one week. You can use the following
checklist to prepare.

Things to do:
»» Listen to local radio or television stations. Emergency
officials will provide information and instructions.
»» Follow evacuation directions.
»» Secure your residence. Lock doors and windows.
»» Pet owners are reminded that pets require special
consideration. Pet owners must be prepared to care
for and maintain control over their pets at all times.
Please visit your county or the state’s Emergency
Management website for additional information about
pet preparedness and registration requirements.
»» In addition to packing clothes for a few days, pack
a separate change of clothes and shoes for each
evacuee. Place the separate changes of clothing
in a closed plastic garbage bag. Keep this clothing
separate from the other packed clothing. The separate

change of clothes per evacuee may be needed during
the process of making sure contamination has been
removed. Public Safety personnel will let you know if
that becomes necessary.
»» If you are not within the declared evacuation area, you
should not evacuate. Continue to monitor the event
and follow the instructions from local authorities.
Evacuating when not required has the potential
to increase the risk to your family and others by
impeding the outbound traffic flow and slowing the
evacuation from the affected area.
»» If you require evacuation assistance, make
arrangements now by contacting your local
emergency management agency.

Things to pack:
Medical items

Extra clothing

»» Prescriptions

»» Enough clothing for several
days for each person

»» Eye glasses or contacts

»» Separate change of clothes
and shoes for each person in
a closed plastic garbage bag

»» Dentures
»» Special diet foods
»» Medical equipment
»» ___________________________

»» Coats or jackets depending on
the weather

»» ___________________________

»» ___________________________
»» ___________________________

Baby supplies
»» Baby food and formula
»» Diapers and wipes

Personal hygiene items
»» Toothbrush/toothpaste

»» Favorite toy and blanket

»» Shaving items

»» Bottled water

»» Sanitary items

»» ___________________________

»» Special soaps/shampoo

»» ___________________________

»» ___________________________
»» ___________________________

Money
»» Cash and credit cards

Identification and important
papers
»» Driver's license
»» List of medications
»» Passport
»» Mortgage or lease documents
»» Insurance information

Bedding
»» Two blankets or a sleeping
bag for each person
»» Pillows
»» Towels

Miscellaneous
»» Portable radio with spare
batteries
»» Folding cot or lawn chair
»» Flashlight with spare batteries
»» Cell phone charger
»» Extra car keys

»» Checkbook
We hope you find this guide helpful as you prepare for an evacuation. Please keep in mind it is not intended to be all-inclusive.
You can find additional resources at Ready.gov.
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